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With the installation of a new Tamil Nadu government, the World Bank funded project Vazhundhu Kattuvom(VKS)
for empowerment and poverty alleviation in rural areas’ has been rechristened with its original name “PUDHU VAZHVU
(New Life)". The project is now extended up to September 2014 at an outlay of Rs 717 crores to cover 2509 village
Panchayats in 70 Backward Blocks in 16 districts. Details of the new blocks to be covered are expected to be finalized
only by January 2012.At present its functional in 6 blocks in our Tiruvallur district. At present, the project is implemented in
5 blocks in the District: Ellapuram (where Thamaraipakkam is located) Poondi, Thiruvalangadu, Sholavaram and,
Thiruthani
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We are now guiding 5 Magalir Mandrams (Mahila Mandals) in 4 Villages spread over 3 Panchayats. Our Staff Ms.Lalitha
is spear heading MMs in Puliyur Village to get a Ration Shop opened nearer to the village as the present one is located 4
KM Away.In Ramanathapuram Village with the efforts of MM members a new Anganwadi building is being built. Under
NREGA clearing the weeds and cleaning of a temple complex was undertaken in Kasuva Village thanks to efforts of MM

Members. In Pagalmedu Village MM Members undertook cleaning of public water tank.
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The number of SHGs functioning under our guidance is 46 in 28 Villages spread over 14 Panchayats. The number of

women served by us work out to approximately1000.
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Chinmaya Annapoorani SHG, a 12 member SHG at Appakulam village, in Vathatoor Panchayat completed five
years of successful operations and the accounts were settled among its members on 15.05.11. CORD Field staff
Tmt.N.Lalaitha & Tmt.S.Suganthi (Part-time Volunteer) reviewed the group’s accounts and finalized the settlements.
This Group again reformed and opened a new Bank A/c. Now Tmt.Suganthi taking care of this SHG operation in

Vathathoor Panchayat as a part-time volunteer.




Chinmaya Bhagirathi SHG, at Thamaraipakkam a 12 member
SHG at Tamil colony, Tamil Colony Village in Thamaraipakkam
Panchayat completed five years of successful operations and accounts
were settled to its members on 16.05.11. Our Field staff Tmt.Lalaitha &
Tmt.Gayathri reviewed the group’s accounts and finalized the
settlements. This group had taken Revolving Fund Loan of Rs.40,
000/- from UCO Bank and every member used it to improve their
livelihood income and successfully repaid the dues to the bank. On
successful repayment of the Revolving fund Loan, bank released the
government’s subsidy amount of Rs.10, 000/- to this SHG thanks to
the follow up by our Filed staff.

(Photo of the Group after disbursement)

Chinmaya Jyothi SHG , a 13 member SHG at Koot Road, Thamaraipakkam Panchayat completed five years of
successful operations and accounts were settled among its members. This Group had taken a Revolving Fund Loan of
Rs.40, 000/- and the Loan amount was utilized by the members to improve their livelihood incomes and the Loan was
successfully returned to bank. On successful return of the Revolving fund to bank, the bank released the subsidy amount
of Rs.10, 000/- to this SHG thanks to the follow up of CORD Filed staff.

We continue to have three Dress Making training Centers: one each at Thamaraipakkam ,Pakkam & Pandeswaram

Villages .The Instructor at Pandeswaram has left recently & we are on the look out for a new lady. It is planned to start a
new Training Centre for EMBROIDARY Training. We are scouting for a suitable location. The activity of MAKING PAIN
BALMS by SHGs in Kommakkambedu is being revived.
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CORD Thamaraipakkam, for the benefit of SHG Members and also other young women from near by villages
conducted a 21 days ‘Basic skill Training on jute bags and other fancy Jute articles’ from 18.08.2011to 08.09.2011.

Training is a process in order to change a human being's attitude, knowledge, skills and behavior, which refers to the
acquisition of Competences as a result of the acquiring of practical skills and knowledge that relate to specific useful
competencies in respect of a vocation. Many of the participating SHG members (like those from CHINMAYA VIDIYAL
SHG from Koduvalli village ‘CHINMAYA MANGAI SHG’ from Marumalarchi Nagar) are students of Dress making training
class being run as part of our Community Based Livelihood Activity. The training programme was organized with the
support of National Jute Board (NJB), Southern Regional office at Chennai. M/s DATRI from Pudhucherry, Service Centre
of NJB, provided the trainer and the raw materials required Sri. T. Ayyappan, Marketing Promotion Officer of NJB and

Sri.K.Srikanth, Project in charge from DATRI, Puducherry extended all help in successful conduct of the Training.

Ms.Lakshmi Parvathy a trained Instructor from Trichy stayed at Thamaraipakkam and imparted the skill training.

(A view of the Certificate for the Participants )




There were 20 women from the villages around Thamaraipakkam who participated in the Training with keen
interest. They are very enthusiastic to start a production unit of jute articles as an ongoing lively-hood earning activity
under our guidance. The encouragement and assurances given by Sri Ayyappan of NJB Chennai and Smt. Rajalakshmi
Srikanth of Jute Emporium Pudhucherry have given the impetus and confidence to start this activity. We have to work out
the modalities to start this as an ongoing process and also help the group to locate buyers/market
for the products)
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Chinmaya Thazhampoo SHG at Sivanvoyal Village continue to carry out this activity .Their main customers are Chinmaya

Vani Book Store of Chinmaya Mission, Chennai.
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During this half year no new animal was issued to any beneficiary under this Scheme.
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The Groups in Pandeswaram and Thamaraipakkam continue with this trade. We plan to have an up-gradation of skills for

these Groups in next half year.
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In April 2011, ‘Go for Voting’ awareness
door to door campaign was conducted by CORD
towards greater voter participation in Tamil Nadu
Assembly Elections 2011.

Awareness on Anna Hazare's Fight
against Corruption was spread door to door at all
Panchayats where CORD is working through
SHGs, MM & Youth Club.

08/04/201
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As part of our awareness campaigns on health and hygiene, we organized a Diabetes Screening Survey (Door-to-
door) in seven villages in collaboration with M.V. Diabetics Hospital Chennai. The Panchayat wise diabetes patients’ lists
were prepared after the Survey. Camp for prevention of Amputation of Diabetic Foot the camp was conducted in
Sethupakkam Panchayat in Tiruvallur District on Sunday 18.09.2011. We had informed all the patients one day in
advance about the Camp. The screening consisted besides the nurotherphic foot examination, blood sugar test both
fasting and post parental, height weight measurement, Blood Pressure check up, Body Mass Index (BMI) test, Doppler
test consist to study the blood circulation in the body. All these tests were carried out by trained technicians of MV
Diabetics Hospital. There was also Diet counseling by a dietician. The doctor reviewed the test results and gave individual

advice to the patients.
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We have 8 Youth Clubs functioning in 8 villages. There are about 50 Youth enrolled at present. Youth Clubs are
registered with Nehru Yuva Kendra, Thiruvallur District. Centre. Besides the Youth Clubs, we have a Computer Training
Centre at Thamaraipakkam with ten Desk-top Computers. The Computer Centre is made use by both Boys and girls and
they get trained in MS- Office Package and Tally Accounting Package is also. We have a young volunteer girl from a
nearby Village to handle the Classes held in the evenings. We also organize programmes to benefit the rural Youth like
exposure visits, Personality Development Workshop, Career Guidance Workshop etc. We collaborate with Chinmaya

Yuva Kendra, Chennai & Thamaraipakkam and ‘Bhumi’ an NGO of Young Professionals from Chennai.
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A Career guidance workshop (‘Vizhithidu’ - Wake up in Tamil) was conducted
for 10" and +2 completed students by CORD at Chinmaya Arangam
Thamaraipakkam on 1¥ 2011. To help the students to choose the right career

in their life by taking right course of study.

Rural students are not aware about how to become a professional in their life, the opportunities now available for

successful carrier and growing demand in various fields and also to become entrepreneurs etc. It needed hard work to

mobilize the students for the Career Guidance Workshop. Getting experts in different fields to Thamaraipakkam to

address for students was another difficult task. o i =1y

CORD, Thamaraipakkam having taken up this as challenge, was able
to gather 150 students in and around Thamaraipakkam and SEVENTEEN
experts from various fields responded to our call and gave motivating

presentations and inspiring guidance to the students.

Renowned personalities from Armed Services, IAS, Law, Teaching,
Agriculture, Folk Arts, Social Service Sector, Hospitality Management,
Chartered Accountancy Information Technology, Export Business Entrepreneurship, and Marine Engineering addressed
the students. Students were excited and were actively involved in this interactive program. Sri.Chelladorai (CDO, CORD)

& Ms.Kokila (Yuva Veer Volunteer from Singapore) designed and coordinated the programme

Computer Training Classes continues to be popular with the Youth. So far 6 Batches of Training have been completed.
The current one (Seventh batch) was started in August 2011. .Totally 1203 youth (40 Boys & 61 girls underwent the

training).The Youth undergo training for 6 months on MS Applications and Tally .At the end of the Course, examination is




conducted and the successful candidates are issued Certificates by CORD, Thamaraipakkam. We are scouting for

sponsors for equipping the centre with back-up power supply and improving the general ambiance.

(A View of CORD’s Computer Center, at Thamaraipakka m)
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The Sunday Classes on Computers are attended by young ids .The Classes are handled by Volunteers from ‘Bhumi’
NGO Sri.K.Balaji and Mr.Gopalakrishnan and CORD’s Ms.S, Revathi who also conducts Balvihar and English Proficiency
classes for the kids
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A One month summer computer class for +2 completed students from villages around Thamaraipakkam was started
on 6™ May 2011 at CORD TPKM Computer Center. 21 students in and around TPKM Panchayats joined the course at an

affordable rate of Rs.100 and completed course successfully covering Basics of Computer application and MS Office.
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A Group of 65 students from Chennai Chinmaya Vidyalayas visited Thamaraipakkam on 26™ May 2011.Besides
Thamaraipakkam they were also taken to nearby village Kommakkambedu where CORD’s women’s SHG, Farmers

Club and CHYKs are active. To give them a feel of rural life various activities like Flower picking at flower gardens,
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Flower garland making and bull cart ride etc. The students enjoyed

the activities. Bit of Rural India’s present situation and needs were addressed to these students. This Group procured
Fabric Sling Bags made by our Dress Making Training Centre students and this encouraged the students.
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Selvi.M.Suguna an industrious girl student from a poor ST (Irula Tribe) Family from Velliyur Village scored very high
marks in the Plus 2 Board examination. She wanted to take up teaching as a career .But she was unable to join ‘the
Diploma in Teaching’ Course as her family was not able to afford to pay her College fees. She was also guided to get an
educational loan to bridge the need for funds from UCO Bank, Velliyur. Still the loan amount was not adequate to pay the
Fees which were higher the normal fees. With the help of Sri.V.Sethuram, an ardent well wisher of CORD,
Thamaraipakkam, we helped her in August 2011, to get a Scholarship from a Charitable Trust in Chennai to enable her to
pay her the full college fees.

(Selvi.M.Suguna Receiving the Scholarship cheque in front of her house)
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Selvi.S.Revathi, B.E, a first generation engineering graduate from Kommakkambedu Village was helped to get a
placement as Intern (on the job trainer) in a start-up BPO Firm in Chennai without any training fees which is normally
works out to over Rs.2 Lacs. A sponsor agreed to pay for her stay in a women’s hostel near her work place in Chennai.
On completion of her internship, she is likely to be absorbed in the firm.
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We now guide 6 groups of ‘Valarmath’ (adolescent girls groups with Girls in age group if 13 -21 years) in three
Panchayats. These are handled by our Staff Ms.N.Lalitha & Ms. V.Gayathri; We have plans to form 3 more groups. Each
group has 10- 15 members. The Groups meet every month and are encouraged to discuss topics like health, hygiene,
nutrition, culture, social harmony, women'’s rights etc. They also undertake community welfare works like Temple
Cleaning, Social Awareness Rallies and participate in the local village festivals and events. Three Valarmathi Groups
Vanavil. at Kommakkambedu, Sakthi at Magaral, Vetri Group at Kasuva are handled by Smt.Lalitha and another three —
Gowri at Nadukandgai,Ganga at Telugu Colony and Roja Koottam at Tamil Colony (all three Villages in Thamaraipakkam
Panchayat) are handled by Smt.Gayathri.
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During the Summer vacation, Knitting training was
imparted to Tamil colony Yuvathi group at CORD Center at
the initiative of Yuva Veer Selvi. Kokila (from Singapore)

who was volunteering at CORD, Thamaraipakkam.
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Valarmathi Group were taken on a exposure visit to

Cultural heritage center ‘Dakshina Chitra’ at Muttukadu
near Mahabalipuram on 23.04.11 to know more about our
cultural tradition, different types of traditional architecture &
Martial arts.24 Girls joined this tour and they learned
several crafts and about our traditional architecture in
different parts of India, They also involved in few activities
like pottery, leaf painting and get hands on exposure in
martial art Silambam This tour initiated by Yuva Veer
Selvi.Kokila was organized under the guidance of
Sri.P.N.Kannan, Director. , CORD@ Thamaraipakkam.

11  $%

(The Knitting Class in progress)

(At ‘DAKSHINA CHITRA')

Under the guidence of Smt.Lalitha ,Vanavil Group undertook cleaning at Vinakar Temple in Kommakkambedu.on

19.6.11 and on 24.9.11. On 11" August 2011 ,Rangoli was drawn by Valarmathi Group during procession of

Dharma raja Temple Kommakkampedu

Ms.Lalitha coordinated issue of Iron Pills to Valarmathi girls and also to pregnnt Women by Health Workers at

Karalapakkam Village

Ms.Lalitha contacted ICDS Office at Periyapalayam and made a request for training Programme to Valarmathi

Group
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To share the Knowledge gained at ‘BV Teachers
Three days Training camp’ at Chinmaya Sharada
Tapovanam Ashram at Kothapatnam near Ongole, our
Sevaks who attended the Camp, conducted a training
class for our local BV Volunteers at Chinmaya Arangam,
Thamaraipakkam on 02.04.11. A pioneering attempt was
made at CORD TPKM by Volunteer Selvi.Yuva Veer
Kokila to compile a ‘Balvihar Teachers’ Guidance
Manual’ in Tamil to be used by Sevaks and Sevikas.

This Manual was released on 2.4.2011
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A session of Sapling plantation was carried out for
Balvihar  Kids at Madumanagar, Village in
Thamaraipakkam Village in April 2011. This was Initiated
by CORD Filed staff and Volunteers
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Balvihar kids joined the traditional community
feast called ‘Kootan Chooru’ which was held with great
gusto at Maduma nagar Balvihar. This program was
initiated by Balvihar Sevika.Shobana guided by
Volunteer Yuva Veer Selvi.Kokila

. 02/04/2011

12/Q4/2011
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For the 6" Year in succession “Kodayil

Vasantham (Cool Camp); was held at Thamaraipakkam
Ashram from 5" to 8" May 2011, This non residential
summer vacation camp was held from 10 AM to 6 PM,

The Camp was open to only students of Std.ll to Std.VII
and the medium of the camp was Tamil

Following the practice of last two yeasr, this year also
there was ‘Camp Hero’ and it was Lord Muruga
(Karthikeya/Subramanian in Sanskrit ) All mythology
attributed to Lord Muruga were explained to the
Campers. The Camp also included cultural/spiritual
classroom sessions, awareness campaigns, activities,
folk arts, games, sessions on character building,
patriotism and self-confidence etc.,, About 350
students from 7 villages around Thamaraipakkam
participated in this year's camp. The Campers were
Divided into Six Groups named after the Six
‘Padaiveedus’ the famous Shrines of Lord Muruga in
Tamil Nadu. Tamil Bhajans on Lord Muruga were

taught to the Campers.

The entire CORD TPKM team, Yuva Veers of TPKM &
CHENNAI and members of CHYK TPKM dedicated to
make this camp a great success. Almost the total outlay
of this Camp was met my local Sponsorships and most

of the materials were provided by AICHYK.




(Thappattom —A Folk-Art presentation to Campers) (Campers with Camp Hero — Lord Muruga)
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For the 3" Year in succession CORD & CHYKS organized a Cultural Pageant to mark the Vinayagar Chadurthi

on 2.9.2011About 70 children from different participated enthusiastically in the cultural event at the central
market place (Koot Road) in Thamaraipakkam. The response from the Public was very good to this event as
the kids performed dances depicting various mythological events. There was also a short skit from the life of
Bharathi Yaar'. Weeks of training imparted to the children by four CHYKs Ms.Lakshmi, Ms.Sakthi Priya,

Ms.Selvi and Mr.Prem Kumar under the direction of a dance master Sri.Rajesh brought out the talents of the Children.




$l.

We had undertook the care one Ms.S.SIVARANJANI a HIV+ /parentless girl from a poor family in Thamaraipakkam.

With the Grace of the Lord, she is maintaining her CD4 Count and her health is stable. She is quite cheerful and studying
in PLUS 2 class .Our Volunteers take her every month to ART Centre in Govt Kilpauk Medical College Hospital to get the
monthly supply of Vitamin tablets and to undergo the physical examination by the doctors. We ensure she takes nutritious
food and vitamin tablets issued free by the Hospital. We also get support for her Private Tuition, Dress and other
expenses from PMU Trust Chennai run by Sri.M.K.Unnithan an ardent Devotee of the Mission. She is leading a normal
life at present.

$ 1

Chinmaya Perumal Uzhavar Mandram @ Perumal Koil Street, Thamaraipakkam, Chinmaya Uzhavar Mandram @
Poosalimedu and Chinmaya Sakthi Uzhavar Mandram @ Edamettupalayam have been registerd with NABARD. In
addition Chinmaya Vasantham Uzhavar Mandram has been formed at Kommakkambedu. The formal inauguration of
Chinmaya Sakthi Uzhavar Mandram (planned for April 2011) was conducted on 20.9.2011along with Chinmaya
Vasantham Uzhavar Mandram of Kommakkambedu.
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(Lighting Kuthu Vilakku during Farmers’ Clubs Inaugu ration Function on 20.09.2011)

As per the Union Budget 2006- 07 pronouncements a separate scheme for financing to the Farmers’ Clubs under
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD). The Farmers’ Clubs would be eligible for a sum of

Rs-10,000/- per annum for three years towards the following.




(Our Chief Guests Interacting with our farmers Club s during Inauguration Function on 20.09.2011)

Formation and Maintenance Expenses: Rs-2000/-
Awareness and Orientation Meet: Rs-5000/-
Meet with experts programme Rs-3000/-

The CORD as facilitating NGO would be eligible for Administrative grant of sum of Rs-2000/- per Farmers’ Club
for a period of three years. Each of the each farmer’s Clubs has conducted at least six meetings in a year with maintaining
the minimum number of books of accounts and has begun to collect membership fee from its members or raised

resources in the previous year.

Under this Scheme we formed four Farmers Clubs so far and during this half year, we had formal inauguration of
the two farmer’'s Clubs (one each at Edamettupalayam & Kommakkambedu) on 20.09.2011 at the respective village’s

.Name Boards of these two Farmers Clubs were also erected at prominent places.
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SNo Experts Topic

1 Shri.R.Pannerselvam Agriculture Schemes for Farmer’s Clubs
Dy.Agriculture Officer,

Ellapuram, Tiruvallur District.

Shri.E.Srinivasan Importance of Agricultural Activities for Farmers Clubs

Assistant Agriculture Officer,

Ellapuram, Tiruvallur District.

Shri.S.Natesan(Tree Natesan) Modern Technologies in Agriculture for Farmers Clubs
Vijaya Farms,Karanodai

Tiruvallur District.

Shri.D.Lakshmipathy Micro Finances in Agriculture for Farmers Clubs
Branch Manager,
UCO Bank, Villiyur Branch

at Thamaraippam.

WE are in constant touch with the officials of NABA RD, TN State Agriculture, Horticulture Depts. Lead
District Bank Manager and other Bank Officials. Far ~ mers are encouraged to read a Tamil Magazine
‘PASUMAI VIKATAN' totally dedicated to their welfar  e.
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‘Tree Bank’ an organisation in Chennai appreciated our efforts on extending Green Cover in Thamaraipakkam. And came

forward to support our Project by issuing free of cost saplings of Shade giving trees. These were planted by our NSS
Volunteers from nearby colleges on the road sides. Our NSS Volunteers periodically visit the beneficiaries who were
earlier given saplings of fruit bearing trees and review the health of the plants.We also plan to join hands with ‘ISHA

GREEN HANDS’ and get more saplings planted in Thamaraipakkam in next few months

We continue to propagate in the Communities the need for having separate Toilets for each Family. In Thamaraipakkam
a project named ‘VEETTUKKORU KAZHIPARAI' (One Toilet for each Household’).Guidance is being imparted to
community to take full advantage of the Govt's scheme for this activity. During the Current half year, we co-ordinate
construction of 10 Household toilets in Thamaraipakkam. Since 2005 we have facilitated construction of totally 280 house
hold toilets so far.

$$ 11

The evening tuition centers was our first Community based activity started in 2005 and the response was great.

Currently we run 6 Tuition Centers in five different villages catering to about 225 students all supported by local
communities. In line with CORD’s philosophy, we are motivating the parents to support this activity in the interest of their
own children and to improve their performance. At the same it this activity also provided a source of additional income to

the girls/boys who run these tuition classes. This activity is a vital element in rural development and would serve the

future generations. We are striving our best to improve the quality of service of our Volunteers and elicit the support of

local, communities. We are working to open 3 or 4 new Tuition Classes in the months with Community participation.

(A view of Students attending ‘Chinmaya Tuition Cen  ters’)
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This activity is carried out by Sri.R.Silambaran (a product of Chinmaya Samaj Sevak Course) under the guidance of our
Director. He himself has Loco-motor disability on his left leg. As reported earlier, a CHIUNMAYA UMANG Group (called
CHINMAYA ANANDAM in Tamil) has been launched in January 2011 and is being nurtured by him.




On 1* May-2011, Sri.Silambarasan escorted 12 Disabled persons to participate in Gram Sabha Meeting in Athupakkam
Panchayat. They highlighted that the benefits of schemes for disabled persons to be made available. In this regard they

were given a petition to Panchayat President and their request has added in the minutes of Gram Sabha meeting.

On 5" June 2011, there was a meeting which presided over by Sri Varadharajan, a staff of ‘Vazndhu Kattuvom Project

who explained the process for securing the benefits for the disabled persons and answered their questions like how to get
relief for those suffering from Psychiatric problems .and how to improve the self confidence of differently-abled. He also

conducted few games for the differently-abled.

On11" June 2011, the identity cards for five differently-abled persons were collected from District Disabled Rehabilitation
Office (DDRO), Tiruvallur and handed over the IDs to beneficiaries. On 22" June 2011, he took the all disabled persons

to the medical camp conducted by PHC, for general checkup.

On 15" June 2011, a petition was submitted to District Disabled Rehabilitation Office for securing a Tricycle and hearing-
aids .In response to this, on 30.8.2011, 'Hearing Aid’s were issued by DRDO to two ladies with hearing impairment. In

September 2011 a Scooting Board was obtained from DDRO for a Lady with loco-motor disability.

Sri Silambarasan has started on 18" June 2011; a Chinmaya Tuition Centre named ‘Chinmaya Malarum Mottukal Tuition
Center (Chinmaya Blossoming Buds Tuition Center)’ in his village and by end September 2011 there are over 50
Students. The Students took out a rally on 29" July 2011 to create awareness

On 8" September 2011, Sri.Silambarasan helped the Differentl-abled people, Widows and Senior Citizens
living Athupakkam & neighboring villages to submit applications for Pensions from the Government. Totally 16 petitions

were submitted.

(Sri.R.Silambarasan with his Tuition Center Student  s)

With Grateful Pranams at the Lotus Feet of Pujya Gurudev & Pujya Guruiji.

P.N.Kannan, Director, CORD. Thamaraipakkam

30" October 2011.
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